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1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8, 10-17 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticpated by Kerschner et al (4993136). 

Kerschner et al anticipates an apparatus and method for establishing a distance 
between a test head and a peripheral, comprising: 

A frame (col 5, In 31-33) which is coupled to one of the test head (col 5, In 46-55; 
lower probe plate 42 attached to frame is also attached to a test head) and the 
peripheral (11); and 

A plurality of linear units (16) for causing adjustable movement of the frame 
towards or away from a docking surface of said test head and said peripheral to change 
the distance (col 7, In 28-50); 

An actuating member (20, 20a, 19 and 18) which, when activated, causes 
actuation of the plurality of linear units to cause adjustable movement of the frame; 

The frame preventing the test head and the peripheral from being closer to each 
other than said distance (inherent operation of the frame disclosed in Kerschner et al), 
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Wherein, at said distance, the test head and the peripheral communicate (col 5, 
In 56-66; also a test head is inherently designed to communicate with a probe plate); as 
recited in claims 1 and 12. 

As to claims 2 and 13 having one of the test head and the peripheral coupled to 
alignment features for docking the one of the test head and the peripheral with the other 
of the test head and peripheral is anticipated by Kerschner et al (the combination of 
assemblies 12, 14, 40 and 42 provide alignment features for docking the test head and 
the peripheral). 

As to claims 3 and 14 having the linear unit including one of a male (16) and 
female (18) threaded member attached to the other of the test head and peripheral is 
anticipated by Kerschner et al. 

As to claims 4 and 15 having the frame including the other of the male (16) and 
the female member (17) threaded member is anticipated by Kerschner et al. 

As to claims 5 and 16 having one of the male and female threaded member 
rotated in order to move the frame towards or away from the docking surface of the 
other of the test head and the peripheral is anticipated by Kerschner et al (col 7, In 39- 
50). 

As to claims 6 and 17 having the other of the male and female member rotated in 
order to move the frame towards or away from the docking surface of the other of the 
test head and the peripheral is anticipated by Kerschner et al (inherent to the dynamic 
relationship between members 16 and 17). 
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As to claims 8 and 19, having the linear unit as one of a plurality of linear units to 
move the frame is anticipated by Kerschner et al (note plurality of linear units 16 shown 
in Figure 1). 

As to claims 10 and 20 having a crank (20a) rotated to cause the plurality of 
linear units to move the frame is anticipated by Kerschner et al. 

As to claims 1 1 and 21 the docking surface (probe plates 40 and 42) between the 
frame and one of the test head and the peripheral is anticipated by Kerschner et al. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Claims 7, 9, 18 and 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The added limitations of the linear unit coupled to a detent plate having a detent 
wherein the detent plate is coupled to the other of the test head and the peripheral, a 
lever is coupled to the frame and the lever engages the detent to indicate the frame is in 
an intended position relative to the other of the test head and the peripheral as further 
described in claims 7 and 18 have not been found. 

It is further noted that the examiner's reasons are understood to be predicated 
upon consideration of each of the claims as a whole, and not upon any specific 
elements of the claims. 
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5. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire three 
month(s) from the date of this letter. Failure to respond within the period for response 
will cause the application to become abandoned. 35 U.S.C. 133 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Russell Kobert whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1963. The Examiner's Supervisor, Nestor R. Ramirez, can be reached at (571) 272- 
2034. For an automated menu of Tech Center 2800 phone numbers call (571) 272- 
2800. 





Russell M. Kobert 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2829 
November 29, 2005 
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